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PROGRAM NOTES

This unaccompanied piece contrasts a simple unison motif with an ostinato
in the lower voices. The homophonic refrain clearly declaims, “all forces
have been steadily employed to complete and delight me” After climaxing
with a descant for soprano, the work recedes in intensity with a harmonic
restatement of the opening motif.

There is never more than now.

I am the poet of the Body and I am the poet of the Soul.
I see, I dance, I laugh, I sing;

All forces have been steadily employed to complete and delight me,
Now on this spot I stand with my robust soul.

I celebrate myself, and I sing myself,
Every atom belonging to me as good belongs to you.

There was never any more inception,

Any more youth or age than there is now,

And there will never be any more perfection than there is now.
Never more than now.

Walt Whitman (1819-1892)
Leaves of Grass
Adapted by Michael John Trotta

PUBLISHER’S NOTES

This piece may be performed as part of a set of
four Whitman settings under the master title,
This Is Thy Hour. The compositions should be
performed in the following order.

This Is Thy Hour 1.3581
Clear and Sweet Is My Soul 1.3582
— [ Celebrate Myself (unaccompanied) 1.3583
We Take Up the Task Eternal 1.3584

Michael John Trotta (b. 1978)

For biographical information visit:
www.mjtrotta.com
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Catalog No. 1.3583
For the choirs of Jamestown High School, Jamestown, Virginia, Ms. Laurel Christensen, Director

I Celebrate Myself

for SSATB Chorus unaccompanied

Walt Whitman (1819-1892) Michael John Trotta
Adapted by Michael John Trotta (ASCAP)
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